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AMEMBASSY LIBREVILLE IMMEDIATE 

AMEMBASSY LAGOS IMMEDIATE 

AMCONSUL DOUALA POUCH 

CONFIDENTIAL YAOUNDE 1857 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PBOR, PINS, PLOS, CMEK 

SUB J : EQUATORIAL GUINEA SEIZURE OF ET.FS SEREPCA HELICOPTER 

1 . WE HAVE JUST BEEN INFORMED BY THE AMERICAN CONSULATE 
THAT ON APRIL 1 1 EQUATORIAL GUINEA SEIZED AN ELF SEREPCA 
(OIL COMPANY) LEASED HELICOPTER WITH FIVE PEOPLE ON BOARD, 

WHICH FORCED DUE TO BAD WEATHER TO LAND MASIAS NGUEMA 
(EX FERNANDO PO) ISLAND. THEY ARE DEMANDING 25,000 DOLLARS 
PAYMENT FOR THE RELEASE OF THE PASSENGERS AND HELICOPTER. 

NO AMERICAN CITIZENS ARE INVOLVED, BUT ASSUME HELICOPTER AND 
PILOT FRENCH. 

2. COMMERCIAL BANKING SOURCES (BICIC) IN DOUALA ARE 
ATTEMPTING TO RAISE THE NECESSARY CASH. CONSULATE HAS BEEN 
REQUESTED TO COOPERATE BY LENDING ANY US DOLLARS USG MAY HAVE ON 
HAND. AT PRESENT WE DO HAVE OVER 2,000 DOLLARS IN EMBASSY BUT 
UNLESS INSTRUCTED TO THE CONTRARY I DO NOT REPEAT NOT INTEND 

TO MAKE THIS MONEY AVAILABLE. 

3. PLEASE ADVISE BY NIACT IMMEDIATE IF WE SHOULD LEND OUR 
DOLLARS THIS EFFORT AS EMBASSY HAS JUST BEEN APPROACHED 
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DIRECTLY BY BICIC YAOUNDE AND EXPECT FRENCH AMBASSADOR (ALSO 
DOYEN) MAY CALL NEXT. 

MITHOEFER 
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